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December 11, 2019
Initiative 19-0020 (Amdt. #1)

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and summary of the chief
purpose and points of the proposed measure:
REQUIRES ENACTMENT OF MEASURES TO REDUCE THE USE OF NONORGANIC FUNGICIDES, HERBICIDES, INSECTICIDES, AND FUMIGANTS.
INITIATIVE STATUTE. Requires Governor and Legislature to enact measures to: (1) reduce
by 3% annually the use of fungicides, herbicides, insecticides, and fumigants that do not conform
with federal organic standards (with reduction applicable to agricultural, forestry, residential, and
governmental uses); and (2) levy 0.1% assessment on non-conforming products to fund research
into reducing their use. Requires research funds be distributed equally between governmental
and non-governmental entities, with no more than 0.1% of total allocated to a single project.
Requires annual publication of progress reports. Fiscal Impact: It is the opinion of the
Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance that the measure would result in a substantial
net change in state and local finances. (19-0020A1.)
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Hon. Xav ier Becerra
Attorney General
13 00 I Street, 17thF loor
Sacramento , Ca lifornia 958 14
Attention:

RECEIVED
NOV
2 6 2019

Ms. Anabel Renteria
Ini tiative Coo rdinator

INITIATIVE COORDJNATOR
ATTO RNEY GENERAL'S OFF ICE

Dea r Att orney Ge nera l Bece rra :
Pur suant to E lections Co de Section 90 05, we have rev iewe d a proposed initiative related to the use of
fung ic ides, herbicide s, insecticides , and fumi ga nts (A.G. File No. 19-0020 , Amendment No. l ).
T he mea sure intends to limit the use of fungicides, herbi cides, insecticides and fumigant s that do not
co nform with the National Organic Pro gra m administe red by the United States Dep artm ent of
Agriculture. Spec ifica lly, the meas ure dir ects the Gove rnor , with ass istance from other elected and
appo inted offic ials, to enact protocol s to annuall y reduce the usage of these product s by agricultural ,
gove rnment a l, and resi dential app licators by three perce nt.
Pur suant to subsection (c) of Section 9005 of the Election s Co de, we are informin g yo u tha t, in our
opinion , a reaso nable estimat e of the net fiscal impa ct of this proposed initiat ive meas ure cannot be
prepar ed within 50 ca lendar days . Giv en th e considerable uncertaintie s regarding how the meas ure would
be implemented , how variou s economic sectors would respond ove r the longer term , and how the federal
gove rnm ent might respon d, the full scope of the changes thi s measure would put in place is highly
unce11ain.
As required by Sect ion 9005 , we are informin g yo u that it is our op inion that the measur e wo uld
result in a substa ntial net change in state and loca l finan ces.
Sincerel y,

,A~~-

.,r Ga bri el Petek

t;~

Legis lative Analy st

Legislative Analyst 's Office
Ca lifornia Legis la ture
Gabrie l Pe tek. Leg islative A nalyst
925 L S treel. Suite !000 . Sac ramento. CA 95814
(9 16) 445 -4656

